
 

 

How to connect to SVE from a Windows PC 

Connect to SVE via the VMWare View Client 

1. Open a supported web browser of your choice: 

 Chrome 28 or later 

 Internet Explorer 9 or later 

 Firefox 21 or later 

 

2. Go to go.soton.ac.uk/sve 

3. Click on Supported Clients at the bottom of the page  

4. Click on VMware Horizon Clients 

 

5. Select Windows (32-bit) or Windows (64-bit). Windows (64-bit) is recommended. Click Go to 

Downloads. 

 

 

 

6. Select Download 



 

 

 
7. Allow changes and click on Next on the following screen: 

 

8. Accept the terms in the License Agreement and click on Next: 

 
 

9. Ensure IPV4 is selected and click on Next: 



 

 

 

10. Ensure VMware Horizon Client is selected and click on Next: 

 

 

11. Set the Default Horizon Connection Server as: vdi.soton.ac.uk and click on Next: 

 



 

 

 
 

12. Leave the defaults on the screen as they are and click on Next: 

 

 
 

13. Leave the desktop shortcut and start menu program shortcut ticked and click on Next: 



 

 

 

14. On the final menu click Install and then Finish. 

15. You will be prompted to restart your computer. Select No. You do not need to reboot the 

computer. 

16. Go to your desktop and click on the VMware Horizon Client icon to connect to SVE. 

17. Select vdi.soton.ac.uk: 

 

18. Enter your username and password:  

 



 

 

 

 

19. Once logged in, you will see the Windows desktop available to you. Select  Windows 8.1 

Student. 

 

20. You will now connect to a virtual desktop. Your Windows 8.1 desktop will appear as it would 

on a University Workstation. 

 



 

 
 

21. Click on the Logoff icon on the desktop to end your session and select continue. 

 

 

NB: If you do not sign out and close the browser, your session will remain open for 15 minutes. After 

this time you will automatically be logged out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Connect to SVE via the HTML5 Client version: 

1. Open a supported web browser of your choice: 

 Chrome 28 or later 

 Internet Explorer 9 or later 

 Firefox 21 or later 

 

2. Go to sve.soton.ac.uk 

3. Enter your username and password: 

 

4. Once logged in, you will see the Windows desktop available to you. Select Windows 8.1 

Student. 

 

 
 

5. You will now connect to a virtual desktop. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

6. Your Windows 8.1 desktop will appear as it would on a University Workstation. 

 

 

Click on the Logoff icon on the desktop to end your session and select continue. 

 

 

NB: If you do not sign out and close the browser, your session will remain open for 15 minutes. After 

this time you will automatically be logged out. 

 


